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Composer’s Note 

 
In addition to serving as incidental music for productions of 
Proof, this score can easily be adapted for concert 
presentation. Here are a couple of suggested configurations 
(others are possible): 
 
A three-movement version featuring the main thematic material 
can be created from numbers 1, 3 and the version of “Claire’s 
Tango” used as exit music. Total duration: approximately 5 
minutes. 
 

Three Themes From Proof 

I. Waltz for Catherine 
II. Robert’s Theme 
III. Claire’s Tango 

 
A five-movement version can be performed by combining the 
above configuration with numbers 6 (with 6a Stinger) and 8. 
Total duration: approximately 8 minutes. 
 

Suite From Proof  

I. Waltz for Catherine 
II. Robert’s Theme 
III. The Bookstore 
IV. The Notebook 
V. Claire’s Tango 
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  Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

  Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

No. 1: Prologue (Waltz for Catherine)

1
2 3 4

A

A

6

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

Proof-Act I

mp

mp

mp

pizz.

mfmp

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.



14 15 16 17 18
B

B

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Act I - No. 1: Prologue6



27 28 29 30 31 32

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

33 34 35 36
C

C

Meno mosso

Meno mosso

q. = 48

q. = 48

38 39

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f

mf

mf

Act I - No. 1: Prologue 7



40 41 42 43 44 45

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

3

arco pizz.

46
Slowing

Slowing

47 48

Broadly

Broadly

49
50

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

cresc. ff

cresc. ff

arco

cresc. ff

cresc.
ff

Act I - No. 1: Prologue8



51
D

D

Tempo Primo

Tempo Primo

53 54 55

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf ppp

3

mp ppp

mp ppp

mp

56 57 58 59 60

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp

mp
pizz.

mp

mf

Act I - No. 1: Prologue 9



61 62 63 64 65 66

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

67 68 69
E

E

71

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Act I - No. 1: Prologue10



72 73 74 75 76

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

77 78 79 80 81

rall.

rall.

82

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

arco

Act I - No. 1: Prologue 11



1

Very Slow & Very Free; Almost Non-Rhythmic

No. 2: Crazy People

2 3 4

Violoncello

Cue - Robert: "Crazy people don't sit
around wondering if they're nuts."
Catherine: "They don't?"

Molto espressivo
con sord.

pppp

Repeat as needed until
Robert: "Because I'm also dead."
Then jump to Rehearsal A.

A

Vc.

Pno.

pppp

ppp

Repeat as needed until Hal Enters.

Act I, Scene 112



1

Rubato

No. 2a: Catherine on Robert*

q = c.48
2 3 4 5

Vc.

Cue - Hal: "I'm sorry. I shouldn't have…"

mp

(sord.)

6 7 x = x8

B
10 11 12

Vc.

mf
mf

13 14 15 16 17

Vc.

f mp f

3

C 19 20 21

Vc.
mp

22 23 24 25

Vc.

* Ideally, this number should be pre-recorded and played back with reverb effects so that it sounds as if it 
  is coming from "afar." If it is played live, the player should reduce the dynamics so that the passage does  
  not overwhelm catherine's dialogue.

mp

Finish with Catherine: "The most elegant proofs, perfect proofs, proofs like music."

mf fade

Act I, Scene 1 13



  Agitato q = 96

  Agitato q = 96

No. 3: Change of Scene (Claire's Tango)

1 2 3

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

f3

mf

4 5 6

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

pizz.

mf

senza sord; pizz.

14



7 8 9

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

f

5

sfz

sfz

A

A

11
12 13

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

pp

arco

mp f n mf

f

(pizz.)

. 3 3

3 3

15



14 15 16

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f

f f

17 18
B

B

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

n f3

n

mf

16



20 21 22

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

pizz.

mf

(pizz.)

23 24

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

5

sfz

sfz

17



25 26 27

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

18



  Agitato q = 96

  Agitato q = 96

No. 4: Change of Scene (Claire's Tango)
1 2 3

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

f3

mf

4 5 6

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

5

mf

(pizz.)

sfz

mf

(pizz.)

sfz

19



7 8
A

A

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f

(pizz.)

f

.

10 11 12

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

pp

arco

mp f n

3 3

3 3

20



  Slowly & Freely

No. 5: Love Scene Piano Solo

With a little more movement

Piano

Cue-On the Second kiss

ppp p

6

Pno.

3

poco cresc. mp

11

Pno.

f

14

Gradually Slowing

Pno. mf poco p
3

Segue

Act I, Scene 3 21



  Tenderly h = 84

  Tenderly h = 84

No. 5a: Catherine & Hal
1 2 3

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

p
p

p p

p

arco

p

p

4 5 6 7

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Solo

mp

n

n

p

Solo

mp

Act I, Scene 3
22



8

A Tempo

A Tempo

9

Freely

Freely

10 11

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

n
pp fade

pp fade

pp fade

pp
5

Act I, Scene 3
23



With movement q. = 72

With movement q. = 72

No. 6: The Notebook
1 2 3 4

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

Cue - Hal: "It's incredible."

mp

5 6 7 8 9

Vc.

Pno.

mf

Espress.

10 11 12 13 14

Vc.

Pno.

n

Act I, Scene 424



A

A

16 17 18

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

Espress.

mf

19 20 21 22 23

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.

n

n

Act I, Scene 4 25



B

B

e = e

e = e

25

26 27 28

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

mf

mf

29 30 31 32

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f poco f

f poco f

f f

f 3

Act I, Scene 426



33 34 35 36 C

C

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

n

n

n

Espress.

mf

mf

38 39 40 41 42

Vc.

Pno.

43 44 45 46

Vc.

Pno.

n

Repeat until Catherine: "I didn't find it."

Act I, Scene 4 27



  Forcefully q. = 84

  Forcefully q. = 84

No. 6a: Act I Stinger

e = e

e = e

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

Cue - Catherine: "I wrote it."

ff fff

f Molto Cresc. fff sffz

f
Molto Cresc. fff sffz

fff sffzf Molto Cresc.

28



  Slowly and Expressively q = 56

  Slowly and Expressively q = 56

No. 7: Robert's Theme

1 2
A

A

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano Molto Legato
p

Pedal Harmonic Changes

pp

4 5 6 7

Pno.

8 9 10 jjq = e.
11

Pno. p

Proof: Interlude 29



B

B

13 14 15 16 17

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

mf

mf f

18 19 20

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp f

Proof: Interlude30



C

C

A Bit More Freely

A Bit More Freely

22 23

Vc.

Pno.

mp

espressivo

pp
Ped.

Ped. Ped. etc.

24 25 26 27

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

espressivo

mp f poco

p

espressivo

mp f
poco

mp f poco

mp mf 3

Proof: Interlude 31



Moderato (but never strict)

No. 8: The Bookstore

Violin

Cue-Robert: "…bookstores full, everybody busy."
Out by-Robert: "Maybe I will."

Motive 1

Instructions: String players should play these motives in order, taking turns in an antiphonal manner (the order in which the
players take turns doesn't matter). Some overlapping of players is desiralbe. Meanwhile, the piano provides a quiet backdrop to
the proceedings. Should any of the four players finish his or her material before the end of the cue's dialogue, he or she should
improvise new material based on the written music. The entire cue should always sound formless and uncalculated, It should
never be performed the same way twice.

Composer's Note: This number was pre-recorded and digitally processed with reverb and echo, time-stretching effects, etc. 
Although the piece works well as an acousitic number, the processing added a disturbing atmosphere to the scene. It also allowed 
greater control over the volume…essential as it underscores Robert's dialogue.

pizz.

p 3

Motive 2

Arco

pp 

Motive 3

p

sul pont.

3

p mf

gliss.

n

3

Viola

Motive 1

pp

pizz.

p pp

arco

f

pizz.

3

Motive 2

pp

arco
move to sul pont.

mf

pizz. (nat)

3
3

3

3

3

Motive 3

nat. espressivo

mp POCO

3

Proof: Act II, Scene 132



Violoncello

Motive 1

pizz.

mp

sul C

f

5

Motive 2

arco

pp

nat. sul pont.

mf

nat.

n pp

simile

mf n

simile

pp mf n

Motive 3

pp

pizz.

p

arco

mp

pizz.

f

Very Free
Piano

3

With Generous Use of Pedal

pp

3

pppp

cresc. dim. pppp

Repeat ad. Lib

Proof: Act II, Scene 1 33



  Reverently q = 88

No. 9: Morning (Change of Scene)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Piano

Note: piano solo is optional; play only as needed.
Otherwise, begin at rehearsal letter "A".

Pedal Harmonic Changes

mp f mp

8 9 10 11 12 13

Pno. mp mpf f

14 A

A

16 17 18 19 20

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp
mp

mp
mp

mp
mp

f f

Proof: Act II, Scene 134



21 22 23 24 25

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f mf

f mf

f mf

f f

26 27 28

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp fade

mp fade

mp fade

f

Proof: Act II, Scene 1 35



Anxiously (of course) e = 260

Anxiously (of course) e = 260

No. 10: "Anxious" Music (Change of Scene)

1 2 3 4

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

Cue-Catherine throws
the book to the floor

poco e poco cresc. to end

mp

5 6 7 8

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Etc.

f

poco e poco cresc. to end

mf

mf

mp mf

Proof: Act II, Scene 236



9 10 11

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

poco e poco cresc. to end

f

f

f

12 13 14 15

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

ff fff

ff fff

ff fff

ff fff

Optional: Repeat Entire Number as Needed

Proof: Act II, Scene 2 37



  Agitato q = 96

  Agitato q = 96

No. 11: Change of Scene (Claire's Tango)
1 2 3

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

f3

mf

4 5 6

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

5

mf

pizz.

sfz

mf

pizz.

sfz

38



7 8

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f

9 10

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

39



Moderato q = 120

Moderato q = 120

No. 12: Robert's Last Proof

1/5 2/6 3/7 4/8

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

Cue-Robert: "…READ ME THE LINES."

(arco)

pp

A
10/14 11/15 12/16

Vla.

Vc.

(arco)

p

p

B
18/22 19/23 20/24

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

mp

mp

mp

Act II, Scene 440



C

C

26/30 27/31 28/32 33

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

mf

mf

Hold for action/dialogue when
C. stops reading & closes book.

D

D

35/39 36/40 37/41 42

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Continue after - Catherine: "We'll go inside." Repeat, ad lib. until lights fade, 
rall. & decresc. on final repeat.

pp
ppp

Act II, Scene 4 41



  Slowly & Freely

No. 13: End Scene Piano Solo
Act II, Scene 5

With a little more movement

Piano

Cue-Catherine takes

the book from Hal.

ppp p

6

Pno.

3

poco cresc. mp

11

Pno.

f

14

Gradually Slowing

Pno. mf poco p
3

Segue

42



  Tenderly h = 84

  Tenderly h = 84

No. 13a: Catherine & Hal (Reprise)

1 2 3 4

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

p
p

p p

p p

p p

5 6 7
A

A

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Solo

mp n

p

n
p

n
p

p

43



9 10 11 12

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

p

p

p

p

13 14
15

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

n

n mf Fade

Solo

mp mf Fade

n

f
3

Continue after
Catherine: "Here:"

p

44



B

B

Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

17 18 19 20 21

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp

mp

mp

mfmp

22 23 24 25 26

rall.

rall.

27 28

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

45



  Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

  Bright Jazz Waltz q. = 56

No. 14: Bows (Waltz for Catherine)

1 2 3 4

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano mp

5 6 7 8 9

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mp

mp
pizz.

mp

mf

46



10 11 12 13 14 15

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

16 17 18
A

A

20

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Act II - No. 14: Bows 47



21 22 23 24 25

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

Optional Repeat as needed

26 27 28 29 30

rall.

rall.

31

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

arco

Act II - No. 14: Bows48



  Agitato q = 96

  Agitato q = 96

No. 15: Exit Music (Claire's Tango)

1 2 3

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

Piano

f3

mf

4 5 6

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

pizz.

mf

pizz.

49



7 8 9

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf
f

5

sfz

sfz

10 11
A

A

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f3

50



13 14 15

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

(pizz.)

mf

(pizz.)

16 17

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

5

sfz

sfz

51



18

B

B

20

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f
pp

arco

mp

(pizz.)

f

.

21 22 23 24

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f n mf f

3 3

3 3

52



25 26 27

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f n 3

f
n

C

C

29 30

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f

mf

53



31 32 33

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

mf

5

mf

pizz.

sfz

mf

(pizz.)

sfz

34 35 36

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

Pno.

f pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

mf

(pizz.)

p pp

54



A L'istesso tempo (q = 120), but with Mounting Energy

Appendix

Change of Scene

2/6 3/7
4/8

B

Violin

Viola

Violoncello

This was originally written as part of the underscore
of the reading of Robert's final proof, but proved to be
too loud for the dialogue. It can be used as Scene
Change music between Acts 4 & 5 of Act II.

f ff

f ff

f
2x:

ff

10/14 11/15 12/16
C

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

fff

fff

fff

18/22 19/23 20/24

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

End Abruptly

55
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